
Letter 581: 3 November 1535, Basel, Capito to the City Council of Basel 
 
The manuscript is in Basel SA, Erziehungsakten X, 1, 4, no. 5. Although listed by Millet, this is 
a report rather than a letter. The document is entitled D. Capitos bedencken, der schulen und 
kilchen halb uff den dritten November, von im angezeigt (= Dr Capito’s opinion concerning 
schools and churches, presented on 3 November). 
 
[Summary]: Capito offers the following suggestions for the improvement of schools and 
churches: Simon Grynaeus should replace [Oswald] Myconius, who is in poor health, as 
professor of theology. Furthermore, he should be released from lecturing on philosophy. 
Theology is the most important subject and should be a common denominator for all faculties. 
Indeed foreign students come to Basel primarily to study theology. [Pierre] Caroli, the 
Frenchman, might be put in charge of dialectic; and there would be room for another learned 
philosopher. 
 In the Latin school of [Ulrich] Hugwald are a number of boys, but only three who are 
suitable to continue their studies, and perhaps only one capable of proceeding to theology. It is 
high time to train successors to take over from the present generation of ministers. It would be 
best to send [Johannes] Oporinus and Thomas Grynaeus to study theology and subsidize them at 
the rate of 20 or 24 gulden. Hugwald appears to be a pious man and would make a good pastor, 
but who would take over the school then? One might support young men up to the age of 
eighteen at the rate of 6 to 12 gulden, for parents will not invest money unless they see a future 
benefit. Even if young people are supported up to their twentieth year and in the end turn away 
from theology, it is no loss to the community, for they will be good citizens and serve as suitable 
scribes, administrators, and magistrates. There are enough physicians and jurists. The magistrates 
must support theological studies, the basis of all faculties. Capito again urges them to appoint 
Grynaeus as theology professor. 
 Even if there should be a surplus of theologians, they are useful in other professions, ‘for 
anyone who can carry a hundred, can carry ten.’ The magistrates may use the income from the 
monasteries and collegiate churches to finance the training of ministers. Capito notes the practice 
in Strasbourg, where vacant benefices are turned into bursaries. 
 The church is an assembly of all Christians. Laymen should therefore assist in its 
administration as church wardens (Kirchenpfleger). It is the task of the secular government to 
keep an eye on the ministers and preachers to ascertain that their life and teaching are 
respectable. If someone does not live up to expectations, he should be admonished in private. 
Capito asks that ministers be adequately compensated for their work. This would encourage 
young people to study theology. Capito furthermore admonishes the council to enforce existing 
morality laws. He does not advocate undue severity, however. 
 The position of pastor at St Peter’s in Basel is vacant. Capito asks the council to appoint a 
man who is competent to preach and can offer both discipline and consolation. He mentions Dr 
Sebastian Meyer, Master Wolfgang [Wissemburg], [Johannes] Gast, and others as candidates, 
although Meyer may be too old to take on that task [see below, Epp. 596a and 617]. 
 He recommends meetings and collaboration between neighbouring states and praises the 
duchy of Württemberg. He asks again that Grynaeus be appointed to lecture on scripture. 


