
Letter 551a: [Between 16 and 30 March 1535, Strasbourg], Capito to Oswald Myconius 
 
In a letter to Bullinger, dated 30 March 1535 (HBBW 5, Ep. 566, ll. 10–12 and 16–21), 
Myconius mentions that he had received two letters from Capito and quotes from them. Neither 
of the letters is extant. The terminus post quem for them is 16 March 1535, when Myconius 
complained that he had not yet received a letter from Capito (HBBW 5, Ep. 556, l. 24). 
  
[Summary]: Myconius quotes from Capito’s first letter: ‘I hear that you are going to meet in 
Zofingen to discuss the article concerning the Eucharist. I would like to see the matter buried in 
silence.’ He expresses his surprise that Capito, living in Strasbourg, knows more about what is 
happening in Basel than Myconius who lives there. He was unaware of the meeting until he was 
informed of it by Berchtold Haller. He then quotes from Capito’s second letter: ‘The French 
ambassador,1 was sent here and intended to go from here to Wittenberg and then to address the 
imperial estates. He promised he would soften the attitude of the French king so that he would 
introduce restrictions to judgments condemning pious people to being burned at the stake. He 
will promise the Germans a [general] council in the name of the king, even if the emperor does 
not favour it. He asked for Philip and Bucer. Who does not recognize his ruses? In the meantime 
he has with him the bishop of Faenza,2 the papal legate. Thus Capito.’ 

1 Barnabas de Voré, seigneur de la Fosse, was sent several times in 1535 to Germany as an ambassador of Francis I. 
On his way to Wittenberg, he stopped in Strasbourg (see MBW T6, Ep. 1550). 
2 Rodolfo Pio di Carpi (1500–1564) studied at the University of Padua and at Rome. Pope Clement VII made him 
bishop of Faenza in 1528. From 1535 to 1536, he was the papal nuncio in France and presided over the peace 
between Francis I and Charles V. Pope Paul III made him cardinal of Carpi on 22 December 1536, and in that role 
he was a member of the Roman Inquisition and a defender of the Capuchin and Jesuit orders. 

                                                      


