
Letter 131: 17 January 1522, Wittenberg, Martin Luther to Capito 
 
Printed in WA Br. II, 428-35 (# 451). The letter, which answers Capito’s Ep. 121, was printed 
without authorization in Strasbourg by Hans Schott. It was included in a collection entitled 
Iudicium D. Martini Lutheri de Erasmo…(1523). The letter was also published on its own in two 
prints that appeared without date or publisher’s name under the title Epistola Lutheri ad 
Wolfgangum Fabricium Capitonem Theologum utilissima. Cf. WA Br. II, 428, for the suggestion 
that one appeared in Basel, the other in Erfurt, perhaps from the press of Matthes Maler. German 
translations of the letter issued shortly afterwards from Schott’s press as well as from the press of 
Sigmund Grimm (Augsburg) and Adam Petri (Basel). The letter reveals Capito as a covert 
Lutheran who had been trying to influence Albert’s policy. The publication forced Capito’s 
hand. He tendered his resignation to Albert in July 1523. Capito himself first mentions the 
publication in a letter to Erasmus (below, Ep. 164 of 6 July, and cf. Ep. 165).  
 
[Summary]:  Luther regrets that Capito differs with him over the correct approach to spreading 
the gospel. He cannot accept Capito’s advice to connive with princes and overlook their 
misdeeds for the sake of peace. In Luther’s opinion this is “flattery and the denial of the 
Christian truth.” He would rather imitate Christ, who was not afraid to give offence. One must 
never make excuses for sinful behaviour, although one may show charity to the penitent sinner. 
It is important to make a clear distinction between right and wrong. Capito’s approach 
camouflages the truth and is ineffective. If Albert’s letter to Luther was written from the heart, it 
was commendable; if, however, he played the hypocrite under Capito’s direction, as Luther 
suspects, it will have no effect. He protests in particular Albert’s treatment of married priests. He 
does not believe that Albert wrote from the heart and accuses Capito of engaging in rhetorical 
tricks. He will not reply to Albert, leaving explanations to Capito. 


